V06503 Hague clock

1660-1663

h 28.5, w 21.5, d 10.5

Signed on cartouche 'Claude Pascal A La Haye'


By Claude Pascal, the Hague

Christiaan Huygens ordered several clocks from the Hague clockmaker Claude Pascal. Pascal made at least six clocks for Paris acquaintances of Huygens. This clock resembles closely the simple pendulum clock by Coster and is probably one of the first Pascal made. It has no feet but rings to hang it on a wall. In his later clocks the design of the cases became more and more elaborate and these later clocks could also stand on their own. 

The oak case is black lacquered and veneered with red tortoiseshell. The back of the case has a marquetry on the inside, typical of the Hague clocks. The brass dial plate is covered with red velvet and turns on hinges. The silver dial ring has a central hour hand (I-XII, also indicating half hours) and minute hand (1-60). The hinged silver cartouche can be moved upwards revealing a hole where the pendulum is behind, which allows one to put the clock in motion.

The spring-driven movement has a going train with four wheels and a going barrel construction. A ratchet wheel on the back plate prevents the spring from turning back during winding. Duration is about a week. The brass pendulum with brass bob regulates a verge escapement with a brass crown wheel. The pendulum is suspended on a thread between two cycloidal cheeks.

Pascal, Claude

Claude Pascal (before 1653-c.1673) probably came from Geneva. He was working as a clockmaker from about 1620. In 1654 he set up in The Hague and had Christiaan de Wielick as an apprentice. He married the following year. Pascal made watches and clocks and after the death of Salomon Coster, Christiaan Huygens turned to Pascal for orders of pendulum clocks and brought at least six of Pascal's works to Paris. Maybe this influenced Pascal to move to Paris an 1670 where he died a few years later.
Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
